' February 13,2007

~ Senator Jim Elliott ’

Chair, Taxation Committee
- Montana State Senate
Helena, Montana

Re:SB418
. Dear Senator Elhott

, ’Brg Mountaln Resort is supportlve of SB 418, whrch will allow for the dlstrlbutlon of the bed tax
~ collected by lodging facilities within the Whitefish Plannrng and Zonlng Junsdrctron to the AR
= Whlteﬁsh Conventlon and Visitors Bureau : ‘

‘Big Mountarn Resort is an 1ntegra1 part of the Whitefish busmess communrty The town of
 Whitefish and the immediate surrounding area functions as a resort area. This area 1ncludes

* Whitefish Lake, Big Mountain Resort, Ptarmigan Resort, and other lodglng establishments.
~ Historically, the Whitefish Convention and Visitor Bureau has marketed Whitefish and the =~
- resorts 1mmed1ately adjacent to Whitefish as a single destination. Big Mountain, along with other

~ lodging properties, has contributed significant funds over the past several years towards this. =
effort, leveraging the bed tax that the Whrteﬁsh Convention and V1s1tor Bureau recelves from the

- State

B1g Mountain requests that the bed tax collectron boundary for the Whitefish Conventron and
Visitors Bureau be modified to include all accommodations that are within the Whitefish

- Planning and Zoning Jurisdiction. This boundary more accurately reflects the true area that
comprises the Whitefish Vacatlon and visitor expenence Bi g Mountaln is w1th1n th1s plannrng
Jurrsdrctlon : : :

We apprecrate your attention to the modrﬁcatlon of this boundary We are conﬁdent this change
- will make a positive 1rnpact on the tourism sector of the Whrteﬁsh economy and the state of -
, Montana : : : ~ :

'c /Jones Pre51dent/CEO
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